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SIR, 

j^T  is  now  publifhed  to  the  world, 
that  the  Diflenters  have  under  their 
confideration  the  repeal  of  the  Cor- 
poration and  Teft-A&s  ;  and  it 
appears  they  have  generally  formed 
expectations  of  having  fomething  done  in  ic. 
this  next  ieffion  of  Parliament. 

Theie  movements  have  excited  my  curiofity 
to  make  the  ftri&eft  inquiries  I  am  able,  to 
know  the  real  caufes  and  fprings  of  'era,  in 
order  to  form  my  own  judgment  and  condudt ; 
that  I  might  not  be  led  into  any  fentiments  or 
refolutions,  without  a  thorough  conviction  of 
the  reafonablenefs  and  propriety  of  their  pre- 
fent  fcheme.  In  this  inquiry  1  have  not  con- 
sidered the  DifTenters  in  their  religious3but  civil 
capacity,  as  fellow  Trotejiants  and  English- 
men. 

I  hope,  Sir,  you  will  not  be  difpleafed 
if  I  fend  you  the  refult  of  thefe  inquiries, 
and   the  reafons  they  give,  upon  the  grand 
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matter  of  debate,  to  juftify  the  fteps  they 
have  taken  in  it,  and  the  reiolutions  they  have 
generally  form'd  for  their  future  political  con- 
dud. 

It  is  not  to  be  concealed,  that  there  are  dif- 
ferent opinions  among  them  about  ibme  par- 
ticular forms  and  feafons  of  a&ing,  which 
have  been  endeavoured  to  be  heighrned  by  a 
fecret  management,  under  a  minifterial  direc- 
tion ;  by  reprefenting  the  mod  difmal  confe- 
quencestofome  of  them,  at  private  conferences, 
which  by  thefe  few  were  to  be  lent  among  the 
reft  of  the  people,  in  order  to  work  on  their 
fears,  to  divide  their  counfels,  and  to  render 
their  management  ineffe&ual  :  but  the  body 
of  DifTenters  have  been  fo  long  under  this 
fort  of  management,  and  fo  often  deceived 
by  fuch  intrigues,  that  they  begin  both  to  be 
weary  and  afhamed  of  it,  and  to  a&  up  to  the 
character  of  a  free  people.  Should  they  be 
influenced  any  longer  by  fuch  artful  insinua- 
tions, in  oppofition  to  what  fliall  appear  to  be 
their  right  in  common  with  the  reft  of  their 
fellow  fubje&s,  and  what  they  have  a  claim 
to  upon  all  the  principles  of  honour  and  po* 
litical  juftice,  the  world  muft  have  a  contempti- 
ble opinion  of  their  underftanding,  and  make 
them  the  fubjed:  of  their  jeft. 

You  need  not  to  be  informed  it  is  their  una- 
nimous opinion,  that  their  prefent  incapacity 
is  a  hardfliip;  and  the  continuance  of  it  is  con- 
fidered  as  a  violation  of  that  friendlhip,  which 
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has  been  fo  often  profefled  Uy  thofe  gem, 
men,  to  whole  intereft  they  have  hitherto  been 
immovably  attached.  In  this  opinion  I  find 
them  lupported  by  the  managers  of  the  Honfe 
of  Lords,  in  their  known  conference  with  thole 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  which  by  their 
order  was  printed  in  the  year  1702.  In  that 
conference  their  Lordfhips  fay,  that  an  English- 
man cannot  be  reduced  to  a  more  unhappy  con* 
dition  than  to  be  put  by  law  under  an  inca- 
pacity of  ferving  his  prince  and  his  country ; 
and  therefore  nothing  but  a  crime  of  the  moji 
det  eft  able  nature  ought  to  put  him  under  fuch 
A  difability  :  and  they  who  think  being  pre- 
fent  at  a  meeting  to  be  fo  high  a  crime,  can 
hardly  think  that  a  toleration  of  fuch  meet* 
ings  ought  to  continue  long :  to  make  men  in- 
famous (for  what  can  be  more  infamous  than 
fuch  a  difability  ?)  is  to  exceed  all  bounds. 

It  is  well  known  that  thefe  incapacitating  laws 
were  enadted  upon  extraordinary  occafons,  and 
founded  upon  reafons  peculiar  to  that  time. 
Is  it  then  confident  with  good  policy  and  juftice 
to  continue  thefe,  when  there  are  no  fuch  reafons 
to  fupport  them?  When  the  reafon  of  the  law 
ceafes,  in  all  equitable  conftrudtion,  the  law 
itflffhoiM  ceaie;  efpecially  if  it  be  confidered 
who  are  affe&ed  by  them,  not  the  friends  of  the 
Pretender,  and  arbitrary  power,  but  the  friends 
of  the  Revolution*  and  the  "Troteftant  Sue* 
cejjhn.  Thefe  only  are  difcouraged,  and  difc 
trefled. 
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In  the  Mtory* of  the  reign  of  King  Charles 
the  fecond,  ir  appears  to  be  an  incontefted  fa6t, 
that  when  a  declaration  for  a  general  Toleration 
in  1572  was  queftioned  in  Parliament,  which 
the  next  year  brought  on  the  Teft-Acl%  Lord 
Clifford  got  fbme  to  move  in  favour  of  the 
cDijfenters,  hoping  that  the  Church-party  might 
either  be  offended  with  the  motion,  or  the 
cDi]fenters  with  the  refufing  it :  but  this  was 
prevented  from  incumbring  the  bill,  by  Alder- 
man Love  a  Diflenter,  and  member  for  the  city 
of  London,  who  moved,  that  an  effectual  fe- 
curity  might  be  found  againft  Topery,  that  no- 
thing might  interpofe  till  that  was  done  ;  and 
that  at  prefent  they  were  willing  to  lie  under 
the  feverities  of  the  laws,  till  a  more  fa- 
vourable opportunity,  rather  than  clog  a  work 
which  their  prefent  circumftances  required 
to  be  done.  In  this  opinion  the  generality  of 
them  at  that  time  concurred. 

From  this  condud:  it  is  evident,  that  the  A6t 
itfelf,  in  feme  meafure,  was  obtained  by  their 
affiftance  ;  and  that  Parliament,  tho  fo  zealous 
for  the  Church,  and  fo  angry  and  fevere  upon 
them  before,  had  fuch  a  fenfe  of  it,  that  they 
ordered  a  bill  to  be  brought  in  for  the  eafe  of 
Trot  eft  ant  "Dijf enters,  which  was  prevented, 
by  the  intrigues  of  the  Court,  from  being  per- 
feded.  And  is  it  reafonable,  I  appeal  to  the 
whole  community,  is  it  reafonable  that  this 
law,  which  they  voted  for,  and  approved  of 
as  proper,  for  the  circumftances  the  nation  was 
then  in,  in  fo  diftinguifhing  a  manner,  fhould 
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be  turned  againfl  themflves,  and  thereby  fi* 
upon  them  a  mark  of  infamous  diftin&ion  from 
generation  to  generation?  Is  this  the  kind  re- 
turn that  muft  be  made  for  their  fteady  zeal 
for  the  Trotejiant  Interejt^  and  the  liberties  of 
their  country  ;  efpecially  when  it  is  confidered 
how  many  favours  they  might  have  obrained 
from  the  Government,  by  a  contrary  con  dud:  ? 
Did  angry  high-church  men,  whole  fchemes  of 
government  they  had  always,  and  with  a  uni- 
form zeal,  oppofed,  come  into  methods  of  re- 
lief, and  fhall  the  Whigs,  in  whofe  power  it  is 
to  help  them,  and  upon  whofe  account  they 
have  fuffered  banijhment,  itnprifonment,  and 
the  lefler  difcouragements  of  the  fbciety ;  I  fay, 
fhall  thefe  Gentlemen,  who  have  been  the 
obje&s  of  their  beft  wifhes,  negled  them  after 
fuch  a  longfcene  of  fervices?  This  appears  to 
me  peculiarly  aggravating.  BlefTed  be  God,  we 
have  no  fears  from  a  Popifh  king,  a  Popifh  heir, 
or  a  Popifh  court,  againfl:  which  this  law  was 
originally  intended. 

It  is  obvious  that  this  incapacity  has  done 
real  mifchief  as  it  divides  the  Proteftant  in- 
tereft,  and  prevents  the  Government  from  re- 
ceiving that  fervice,  which  otherwife  the  Difc 
fenters  might  do,  not  only  in  their  own  per- 
fons,  but  by  their  influence  on  others :  for 
they  being  for  the  mod  part  engaged  in  the 
trade  of  the  kingdom,  both  as  Merchants 
and  Manufacturer j-,  muft  neceflarily  create  a 
confiderable  dependence  upon  them  ;*  but  if  by 
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difqualifying  laws,  and  the  artifice  of  Popifh 
and  High-church  leaders,  the  people  are  in- 
truded that  they  are  men  marked  out  as  in- 
famous ;  it  is  eafy  to  work  up  their  paflions  into 
a  diflikc  of  them,  and  thereby  take  offmuch  of 
their  influence.  This  was  the  known  effe<ft  of 
the  Qccafional'BiU,  there  being  many  Corpora- 
tions which  were  thereby  thrown  into  the 
hands  of  thofe  who  have  oppoled  the  mea- 
sures of  the  Government  ever  lince.  Nor  does 
my  inquiry  difcover  any  real  advantage,  which 
has  accrued  by  this  incapacity.  Has  this  re- 
conciled any  of  the  enemies  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, or  of  the  Troteftant  SucceJJion^  to  the  pre- 
fenr  Royal  Family  ?  are  any  profelyted  to  the 
Whiggiih  intereft  on  this  fcore  ?  I  can't  find 
one  inftance  of  it. 

It  is  high  time  then  to  attempt  the  repeal  of 
thefe  laws  (by  applying  to  Parliament,  the 
great  refuge  of  the  oppreffed)  fo  neceffary  to  the 
iecurity  of  the  throne,  totheunion  andftrength 
of  the  Troteftant  intereft,  and  to  the  eale  of 
fo  many  fubje&s  in  the  kingdom,  who  would 
hereby  be  engaged  to  a6t  with  frefh  vigor,  and 
unite  their  whole  intereft  in  the  fervice  of  the 
Government \ 

I  have,  Sir,  upon  this  occafion,  read  over 
the  controverfy  between  the  prefent  Bifhop 
of  Salisbury,  and  Dean  Sherlock  now  Bi- 
fliop  of  Bangor  ;  and  I  muft  own  the  former 
has  in  fo  convincing  and  mafterly  a  manner 
ihewn,  that  the  Teft-AEi  is  fuch  a  notorious 
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profanation  and  proflirution  of  the  facred  infti- 
tution  of  the  Lord's  fupper,  io  inconfiftent  with 
the  nature  and  original  defign  of  it,  fo  oppofite 
to  the  natural  rights  of  every  Englijhman*  andfo 
ufelefs  in  itfelf,  as  being  in  no  refpe6t  equal  to 
the  weight  which  is  laid  upon  it,  that  I  fhouid  be 
furprized  to  find  any  honeft  Churchman  oppofe 
the  removal  of  this  grievance  ;  a  grievance  not 
only  to  'Diffenters,  but  to  every  ferious  Cler- 
gyman in  the  kingdom  ;  a  grievance  to  all  who 
have  any  concern  for  the  honour  of  our  holy 
religion,  or  regard  to  the  liberties  of  men. 

The  reafbnablenefs  and  equity  of  the  thing 
itfelf  appearing  with  an  evidence,  which,  I  think, 
no  considerate  perfon  can  withftand  ;  it  be- 
comes a  natural  queftion  to  ask,  what  the  Uif- 
/enters  have  done,  fince  the  difqualifying  law 
was  ena&ed,  that  they  muft  be  fuppoled  to 
meet  with  any  oppofition  in  their  prefent  de« 
fign,  from  profefled  friends,  who  have  it  in 
their  power  to  relieve  them?  It  can  hardly 
be  imagined,  that  without  fome  real  and  high 
provocation,  an  oppreffion  ihould  be  con- 
tinued :  it  muft  be  fbme  notorious  mifma- 
nagement  on  their  part,  fome  outrage  or  o- 
ther  in  condud:,  fbme  unjuftifi&ble  defer  t  ton  of 
their  friends,  at  a  time  when  their  fcrviccs 
were  abfblutely  necefTary,  that  muft  juftify  ir. 
If  this  had  been  the  cafe,  if  the  conduffi  of 
the  T>iff enters  had  been  turned  againft  their  old 
friends,  all  paft  obligations  ought  to  be  as  no- 
thing in  the  account ;  if  they  had  engaged  in 
an  intereft  to  undermine  the  meafures  of  the  Go- 
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vernment,  this  mull  have  filenced  all  their  com- 
plaints,  andjuflificd  anegled:  of  rhem,  as  wife, 
juft,  and  neceffary  :  bat  I  don't  find  that  any 
thing  of  this  nature  is  hinted  ;  the  contrary 
to  it  is  io  notorious,  that  there's  not  a  man 
in  the  kingdom  but  could  contradict  it. 

I  will  now,  therefore,  enquire  into  thofe  rea- 
fons  which  have  been  given  to  diicourage  and 
lead  them  off  from  perluing  their'  Jcheme  of  re- 
lief. 

It  is  faid,  that  the  prefent  ftir  among  them 
is  owing  to  the  artifices  of  the  Tories  or  Anti- 
^i#///mWgentlemen,wirh  adefigntodivide  the 
friends  of  the  government  at  the  next  Elections. 

There  is  no  doubt  but  thefe  gentlemen 
would  be  well  pleafed  to  fecure  the  intereft  and 
votes  of  the  T)i(f enters  ;  and  ihould  the  Whigs 
neglect  their  application,  it  mult  be  owned 
they  have  as  fair  an  opportunity  of  engaging 
the  bulk  of  them  in  their  favour,  as  ever 
happened.  Oppreffion,  continued  oppreffion, 
fox  fo  many  years,  may  make  the  wifft  men 
mad:  but  I  don't  find,  upon  the  niccft  inquiry 
I  can  make,  there  is  the  leaft  appearance  of 
-  truth  in  the  fuggeftion,  that  their  prepnt  at- 
tempt is  owing  to  any  Tory  or  Antiminifierial 
management.  Nothing  is  more  eafy  or  com- 
mon than  to  fend  abroad  fome  plaufible  (to- 
nes, in  hopes  that  fome  credulous  perfons 
will  fwallow  them  without  any  farther  exa- 
mination. Would  not  every  thinking  judicious 
perfon  firfl  inquire  what  foundation  there  is 
for  what  is  offered  to  him,   efpecially  when 
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the  affair  is  of  fach  confequence  and  impor- 
tance to  their  whole  body,  as  Enrlijhmen  ? 
I  affirm  then,  this  is  adownright/^^W;  and 
I  defy  the  authors  of  this  infinuation,  to  prove 
it  to  the  fatisfa&ion  of  the  mod  cautious  and 
timorous  perfon.  Ail  -their  minijiers  know- 
it  to  be  falfe,  every  layman  who  has  enquired 
at  all  about  it  knows  it  to  be  falfe.  Thele  are 
alarms  calculated  only  to  work  on  their  fears. 
The  original  was  from  the  ^DiJJenters  thein- 
felves  the  laji  year,  and  by  them  revived  again 
this ;  from  the  cDiffenters  at  Liverpool,  in  con* 
junction  with  their  friends  at  Brijlol,  and  the 
main  body  of  them  all  over  the  kingdom. 
They  in  London  have  long  complained;  in 
the  country  they  have  long  laboured  under  the 
inconvenience,  waiting  and  foliating  for  the 
year  of  their  deliverance,  but  (till  difappointed; 
and  the  inconvenience  ftill  enlarging  it  felfj 
they  in  the  country  refolved  on  the  attempt, 
and  communicated  their  refolutions  to  the  mi- 
nifters  in  London,  for  their  concurrence.  This 
is  the  true  date  of  the  cafe,  this  the  true 
caufe  of  the  prefent  events.  To  give  it  there- 
fore fuch  a  Tory  or  Antiminifterial  turn,  is 
either  weak,  or  wicked,  or  both  ;  and  is  only 
to  cover  over  a  defign,  which,  if  publickly 
avowed,  would  awake  the  refentment  of  every 
Tiiffenter  in  the  kingdom. 

Will  it  be  asked  here,  have  any  proper  ap- 
plications been  made  ?  has  the  cafe  been  repre* 
fented  to  any  Minijiers  of  State  ?  have  they 
been  acquainted  with  the  prefent  uneafinefTes, 
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and  the  unanimous  opinion  the  cDi$htters  have 
of  their  incapacities  as  Englijhmen  ? 

Upon  inquiry,  I  find  that  an  application  has 
been  made,  bat  really  I  think  by  no  means 
a  prudent,  or  proper  one.  Their  Minifters, 
who  have  ever  approved  themfelves  wretched 
blunderers  in  Politicks,  who  by  former  Ichemes 
had  well  nigh  broke  the  whole  intereft  all  to 
pieces,  who  of  all  men  living  have  the  word 
luck  in  (uch  bufinefs,  as  the  clergy  of  all  de- 
nominations have,  it  being  quite  foreign  to 
the  nature  and  defign  of  their  education  and 
work ;  thefe,  I  hear,  have  been  with  a  certain 
great  man^  who  is  efteemed  and  loved  by  the 
whole  intereft,  as  a  hearty  friend  to  the  civil 
liberties  of  the  nation,  and  for  whofe  favour 
in  this  affair  they  would  be  greatly  obliged, 
and  endeavour  with  their  united  ftrength  to 
make  all  futable  returns.  This  application  was 
made  lad  year,  jud  before  the  SeJJion  of  Tar- 
iiament  ;  and  it  is  laid  the  reafbn  then  given 
wrhy  the  attempt  fhould  be  liifpended,  was, 
that  the  application  came  too  late ;  that  it  would 
be  a  ftoort  SeJJion  ;  that  the  bufinefs  of  it  was 
already  laid,  and  therefore  would  not  admit 
of  interruption  by  any  thing  elfe.  Thefe  rea- 
fons  were  fatisfaxSlory  to  thefe  wife  politicians. 

Truly,  Sir,  if  thefe  muft  pals  for  reafons, 
the  cDiJfenters  would  ad:  a  much  wifer  part  to 
fay  they  will  never  ask  for,  or  attempt  it  any 
more.  All  their  buftle  is  a  mere  farce,  and 
the  efforts  of  a  very  filly  people.     Will  State f 
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men  ever  want  fuch  pleas,  or  Avill  they  be  un- 
der any  apprehenfions    when   they    lb    well 
know  the  men  they  have  to  deal  with  ?  Tis 
humbly   preiumed,  that  no  unnecelTary  inter- 
ruption would  have  been  given,    to  have  had 
one    bill,    the  management   of  which    might 
have  been  entrufted   to  their  care,    who  are 
not  called  to  conltant  attendance  on  foreign 
affairs.     What  if  a  bill  about  a  particular  turn- 
pike, or  a  naturalization  of  a  particular  per- 
Jon,  or   the  exchange  of  lands  in  a  marriage 
fettlement,  or  to  provide  for  younger  children, 
had  been  a  little  retarded  ?   would  the  incon- 
venience have  been  equal  to  the  advantage  of 
removing  an  uneafinefs  from  fuch  a  number 
of  his  Majefty's  friends? 

I  muft,  however,  take  notice,  that  tho  thefe 
reafons,  fuch  as  they  are,  prevailed  for  a  fuf- 
penfion  at  that  time,   yet  the  great  leaders 
refolved  to  get  every  thing  ready  againft:  this 
next  Seffion,  and  to  make  a  united   attempt. 
Bravely  refolved  1   And  now.  Sir,  my  inquiry 
brings  me  into  a  new  fcene.     In  confequence 
of  this  refolution,    matters  have  been  ripening 
in  the  country,  great  expectations  encouraged, 
But,   as  thefe  things  were  conducting  with  a 
regular  unanimity,  fome  of  their  Minifters  in 
London  are   fent  for    to   another   conference, 
the  reafons  of  which  they  can  beft  explain. 
Being  inftru&ed  that  there  would  foon  be  a 
new  Parliament,    that   the  Nation  would  on 
that  occajion  be  in  a  ferment ,  and  confident- 
ly 
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ly  jhould  any  thing  be  attempted  it  might  be 
of  dangerous  eonfequence  at  the  Elections ;  and 
therefore  tho  it  is  a  reafonable  thing,  yet  it 
is  a  very  improper  time  to  pujh  it.  On  this 
Scheme  all  their  former  refolutions  vanifh  in 
a  moment,  and  their  friends  in  the  country 
receive  hence  the  mod  diicouraging  accounts. 
Thus  an  affair  of  utmoft  importance  was  given 
up,  upon  a  fuppofitiori  that  a  more  favourable 
opportunity  would  offer,  than  ever  has  yet 
happened  fince  the  A&  paffed  1673.  Ground- 
leis  expectation  !  as  if  the  true  reafon  of 
negled:  would  not  at  all  times  and  invariably 
produce  the  lame  effed. 

However,  Sir5  it  has  produced  one  good  effect ; 
that  the  management  of  it  is  now  entrufted' 
with  the  Laity,  with  Gentlemen  who  will  dif- 
tinguifh  between  profejfions  of  friendfhip,  and 
friendship  it-felf;  who  won't  take  up  with 
fome  general  hints,  and  artful  furmifes,  nor 
give  up  their  underftandings  to  meer  fiojfibi- 
lities  of  danger  ;  which  is  in  their  own  power 
to  prevent.  This  is  a  fituation  in  which  the 
affair  ought  to  be  put,  and  not  into  the  hands 
of  any  one  leader,  who  has  declared  that  tho 
all  the  M—~  y  ftiould  oppofe  it,  yet  he 
would  pufh  it  this  Seffion,  and  when  that 
comes  do  his  utmoft  to  prevent  it.  Is  this 
the  firmnefs  and  prefence  of  mind  neceflary 
to  bear  up  againft  difficulties  ?  No,  Gentle- 
men, be  judges  for  your  f  elves,  and  let  the 
experience  of  fo  many  years  convince  you, 
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that  'tis  the  want  of  refutation,  unanimity, 
and  afiing  in  concert^  has  alone  kept  you  un- 
der reftraints. 

In  general,  I  cannot  but  obferve  that  the 
impropriety  of  the  time  has  always  been  the 
pretence  thro'  every  reign.  Strange  !  that  in 
the  courfe  of  fo  many,  no  favourable  juncture 
has  offered  !  I  can't  account  for  it,  unlefs  it  be 
that  it  is  refolved  never  to  be  done. 

If  the  affair  is  traced  thro'  every  reign,  it 
will  appear  how  the  cDiffenters  have  reiigned 
up  their  underftandings  to  the  Whigs,  and 
complimented  them  with  the  blindeji  fabmif 
fons. 

In  the  reign  of  King  James  the  fecond, 
when  he  declared  againft  the  Tefl-AEt,  clofet- 
ted  and  wheedled  the  Diflenters,  and  affured 
them  he  would  fettle  a  toleration  which 
Jhould  he  faffed  into  a  perpetual  Law,  with 
fiich  folemnities  as  had  accompanied  the  Mag- 
na Charta,  that  puhlick  employments  jhould 
be  opened  to  men  of  all  perfuafions,  without 
any  Tefts  limiting  them  to  one  fort  only  ;  were 
they  not  affured  that  they  fhould  be  made 
eafy,  and  that  the  Church-party  were  fenfible 
of  their  error  in  treating  them  with  feverity  ? 
Were  thefe  engagements  made  good  ?  Let  us 
look  into  the  reign  of  King  William,  whole 
name  is  remembred  among  them  with  dif- 
tinguifliing  honours.  The  King  himfelf  with 
greatefl:  pleafure  would  have  removed  their 
incapacities,    and  every  odious  diftin&ion  a- 

mong 


mong  his  fubjeds ;  but  it  was  not  thought 
a  proper  time  by  fome  about  him,  who  would 
reckon  it  their  dilhonour  not  to  be  reckoned 
Gentlemen  of  Revolution  Principles.  The 
"Dijfenters  do  not  enjoy  the  bleffings  of  this 
glorious  event,  in  that  extent  they  had  all 
the  (acred  engagements  in  the  world  to  build 
their  expeditions  upon,  tho  they  came  in 
with  their  united  drength  to  bring  it  about. 
Reafons  of  State  were  always  at  hand  to  (top 
every  attempt  of  this  kind,  and  which  will 
be  found  for  ever  to  be  an  inexhauftible 
fund,  to  furnifli  the  unwilling  with  pretences 
of  negied. 

An  inquiry  into  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne 
will  likewife  diicover  how  obiervant  the  ^Dif 
(enters  have  been  of  the  orders  of  their  Low- 
church  friends.  Who  were  the  perlbns  that 
revived  the  Qjccafional  bill  in  the  latter  part  of 
this  reign,  againfl:  which  fuch  a  noble  oppo- 
fition  was  made  at  the  beginning  of  it  ?  Were 
they  not  the  Whigs  ?  The  Ui ([enters  maft 
be  the  facrifice  to  gain  a  Peer  on  the  Low- 
church  fide%  of  whofe  intereft  mighty  ex- 
pedations  were  formed  to  flop  the  outcry  of 
the  Church.  This  was  fubmijjion  with  a  ven- 
geance. This  was  ading  upon  reafons  of 
jtate,  with  fuch  deference,  as  will  for  ever  be 
recorded  in  hiftory  as  an  inftance  of  their  in- 
violable attachment.  One  would  imagine  that 
this  body  of  men  has  either  no  reafon  at  all, 
or  that   they   are  determined  never  to  make 
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ufe  of  it  without  leave  from  tife  Minifters  of 
State,  As  fome  are  continually  pleading  for 
a  publick  confcience,  as  abfolutely  neceflary 
to  the  peace  and  order  of  the  Church,  fo 
others  a6t  as  if  every  thing  muft  fubmit  to  a 
minijierial  direction,  tho  contrary  to  the  rea- 
fon  of  every  one  elfe,  who  have  any  firm- 
nefs  or  prefence  of  mind  left,  and  who  are 
not  frightened  out  of  their  wits  by  bugbears 
and  dreams. 

In  the  laft  year  of  this  reign,  the  famous 
Schifin  Bill  was  carried  with  uncommon  vigor 
and  difpatch,  in  order  to  fecure  the  Church  ; 
and  wras  it  not  too,  to  make  way  for  a  Topijh 
^Pretender  ?  The  zeal  of  the  (Dijfenters  for 
the  Trotejiant  Succejfion,  their  firmnels  to  the 
fettlement  of  the  crown  on  that  illufirious 
houfe,  and  their  fteady  attachment  to  the 
Whigs,  brought  this  grievance  upon  them. 
Would  they  have  fallen  in  with  the  meafares 
of  the  Court,  overtures  of  extraordinary  fa- 
vours were  not  wanting,  and  their  grievances, 
fo  juftly  complained  of,  had  been  immediately 
redrefTed. 

In  the  reign  of  King  George  the  firft,  thefe 
laws  were  indeed  repealed  ;  but  after  how 
many  tedious  delays,  on  a  pretence  that  the 
proper  time  was  not  yet  come  ?  Tho  there  was 
the  fullefl:  confidence,  grounded  upon  the 
higheft  aflurances  of  relief,  in  cafe  the  Tro- 
tejiant Succejfion  took  place,  yet  every  little, 
turn  of  affairs  was  made  ufe  of  to  adjourn  the 
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year.  And  the*  one  of  the  laws  was  laid  upon 
them  by  their  old  friends,  and  the  other  be- 
caufe  they  were  engaged  in  the  fame  political 
interefts,  nothing  is  more  evident,  even  in  the 
repeal  of  thefe  laws,  than  that  they  were  more 
beholden  to  the  firmnefs  of  his  late  Majefty, 
than  to  any  friendfhip  from  the  Whigs,  and  to 
the  application  of  two  eminent  Aldermen  of 
the  city,  who  had  often  folicited  in  vain,  but 
being  quite  tired  with  promifes,  and  foliciting, 
they  at  length  refolved  to  refign  their  places. 
This  refolution  being  known,  Lord  Stanhope 
brought  the  bill  of  repeal  into  the  houfe  of 
Lords  ;  but  for  aught  appears,  on  the  beft  in- 
formation I  can  get,  thefe  laws  had  continued 
in  force  to  this  very  day,  had  it  been  kft  to  a 
minifterial  proper  time^  or  had  not  fuch  a  pru- 
dent and  feafonable  refolution  been  made. 

Upon  this  view  it  appears,  that  if  the  <Diffen- 
ters  mud  make  no  attempt  till  the  Whigs  fhall 
think  it  a  proper  time,  they  may  wait  till  the 
diflolution  of  all  things,  by  one  general  releafe 
at  the  end  of  the  world.  There  does  not  ap- 
pear the  feafon  to  hope  for  fuccefs,  till  the 
refolution  of  the  two  worthy  Aldermen  be- 
comes general ;  and,  whatever  may  be  the  con- 
fequence,  it  can  be  charged  only  on  thofe, 
whole  neglc&s  have  made  the  experiment  ne- 
nefTary. 

I  was  tempted  to  have  gone  on  no  further 
with  my  inquiry,  it  appearing  to  me  that  the 
ixxxz  reafon  is?  it  mult  never  be  done  till  the 
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*Dijfenters  make  it  necefTary  ;  that  is,  till  the 
great  men  fhall  find  their  own  intereft  conned* 
ed  with  it,  their  own  places,  honours,  and  pre- 
ferments. Was  this  the  cafe,  there  would  be 
no  occafion  to  multiply  fruitlefs  applications, 
all  the  difficulties  would  immediately  vanifb, 
and  the  repeal  would  be  both  wife  and  juft. 
Whatever  notions  we  may  have  of  a  publick 
fpirit,  it  is  a  principle  with  me,  that  perfons 
won't  ferve  their  country  for  nought :  nor  is 
it  reafonable  they  fhould. 

Upon  this  principle  it  is  evident  to  me,  that 
the  very  reafon  afligned  againft  the  attempt,  is 
the  ftrongeft  argument  for  it.  I  believe  it  is 
the  opinion  of  every  DifTenter  in  the  king- 
dom, that  the  generality  of  Low-church  men 
have  no  efteem,  or  value  for  them  as  cDiJfen- 
ters,  or  confidered  in  their  religious  capacity  ; 
it  is  therefore  ridiculous,  a  weaknefs  not  to 
be  exprefTed,  to  expedt  any  thing  on  that 
fcore.  They  are  confidered  only  as  necefTary 
to  their  own  civil  views,  and  to  carry  oa 
their  fchemes,  in  oppofition  to  others  ;  and 
the  more  necefTary  they  are  to  this  purpofe, 
the  more  will  they  be  regarded  and  courted. 
At  the  very  moment  they  are  thought  to  be 
ufelels  or  unnecefTary,  they  are  contemptible, 
and  will  be  treated  as  fuch.  He  muft  be  very 
ignorant  of  the  flare  of  the  world,  and  of 
the  iuterefts  of  it,  who  can  conclude  other- 
wife.  Now  when  can  the  DifTenters  appear  to 
be?  or  really  are  fo    necefTary,  as  at  the  time 
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of  ele&ing  members  of  Parliament?   and  if  at 
no  time  fo  neceiTary  to  the  Low-church  inte- 
red,  methinks  'tis  a  contradiction  to  common 
fenfe  to   fuppofe,  if  the  Repeal  can't  be  had 
then,  it  fliould  be  obtained  at  any  other  time. 
Nor,   upon  the  fame  principle,  can  I  fuppofe, 
that  if  the  DifTenters  were  thought  to  be  in 
earned,  any   oppofition  would   be  made  to  it 
from  thofe   whofe  intered  mud    be  fo  appa- 
rently endangered  by  fach  an  oppofition.     The 
true  reafou  why  the  Uijfenters  are   not  put 
upon  a  level  with   other  fubje&s,  in  the  civil 
concerns  of  the  community,  mud  be  an  appre- 
henfion,  that  let  the    ufage  be  ever  fo  much 
complain'd   of,  ever  fo  warmly  reprefented  as 
hard  and  fevere,  yet  the  Whigs  are  fure  of 
their   fervices,    tho    they  appear    with  their 
fetters  on,  and  their  hands  tied  behind  them  at 
every  Election.     Remondrances,  and  repeated 
applications,  have  been,    and  are  ever  like  to 
be  fruitlefs  and  ineffectual,  till  they  try  fome 
other  methods  of  convi&ion  that  they  are  in 
earned,    and    will  be  trifled  with   no    more. 
Did  they  aCt  by  the  law  of  Retaliation*    and 
return  kindneffes  for  kindneffes,  and  negleds 
for  negle&s,    it  would  effedually  bring  about 
£  political  friendship,    which  would  be  real, 
lading,  and  beneficial  to  all  the  friends  of  the 
Government ;  a  friendfhip  which  would  be  the 
terror  of  ail  opponents,  and  engage  all  in  the 
intereds  of  liberty  to  a£t  as  one  body,  with  the 
mod  chearful  visor, 
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What  may  they  not  hope  for  from  the 
known  wifdom,  goodnefs,  and  impartiality  of 
his  Majefty,  who  delights  in  it  as  his  honour, 
to  be  the  common  father  of  his  people  ?  The 
moft  generous  concern  for  the  happinefs  and 
union  of  all  his  fubjedis  poflefs  his  royal 
mind,  and  oppreflion,  injuftice,  and  ieverity 
his  foul  abhors.  He  loves  his  friends,  nor 
does  he  fear  his  enemies.  Is  not  an  impartial 
regard  to  truth,  an  univerfal  charity  and  tender- 
nefs  to  all,  amidft  our  various  and  contradic- 
tory opinions,  a  generous  concern  for  reli- 
gious and  civil  liberty,  and  an  abhorrence  of 
every  fort,  and  every  degree  of  perfecution 
and  ofipreffion,  the  juft  character  of  the 
Queen  ?  In  fuch  a  reign  how  great  the  encou- 
ragement? efpeciaily  when  it  is  known,  that 
there  is  not  a  Uijfenter  in  the  kingdom  who 
would  not  facrifice  all  that  is  dear  to  him,  in 
defence  of  their  titley  the  Trotejiant  religion, 
and  the  liberties  of  their  country. 

If  the  prefent  fituation  of  public k  affairs  be 
confider'd,  when  can  a  more  proper  time  be 
hoped  for  ?  Thefe  by  the  wife  and  fteady 
counfels  of  his  Majefty,  are  brought  to  a  hap- 
py fettlement,  the  nation  is  extricated  out  of 
thofe  difficulties  which  required  the  clofeft 
attention.  An  application  therefore  to  Par- 
liament would  incumber  no  pnblick  affairs  ; 
nor,  in  my  opinion,  does  the  ftate  of  our  af- 
ftjrs  at  home  make  it  impra&icable. 
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Have  we  not  a  Parliament  intent  upon  the 
publick  good  ?  Was  there  ever  one  within 
thofe  walls  more  refolutely  concerned  for  the 
liberties  of  their  country  ?  a  fpirit  of  genero- 
fity,  wifdom,  and  liberty  animates  their  whole 
condud:.  There  is  an  amiable  mixture  of  zeal 
for  the  honour  of  the  throne,  and  the  welfare 
cf  the  whole  community,  in  all  their  proceed- 
ings. From  fuch  a  difpofition,  what  bleffings 
may  be  expected !  what  hardfhips  removed  ! 

But  would  not  the  removal  of  thefe  incapa- 
cities weaken  the  Churchy  and  raile  an  outcry 
of  the  danger  of  it,  and  thereby  enflame  the 
multitude  at  the  next  Election  ? 

As  to  the  danger  of  weakening  the  Churchy 
upon  enquiry  I  find,  that  King  William,  who 
was  thegreateft  ftatefman  of  that  age,  was  of  a 
very  different  opinion.  All  his  ipeeches  run 
in  a  quite  contrary  (train.  His  views  were  to 
unite  all  his  Proteftant  fubjedts,  and  to  remove 
all  their  uneafineflfes,  tho  he  met  with  the 
moft  unnatural  oppofition  to  thefe  meafures, 
and  to  many  [other  great  defigns  he  had  formed 
for  the  publick  good.  And  as  he  began  his 
reign  with  thefe  truly  noble  fentiments,  fo  he 
continued,  and  concluded  it  with  a  convidioq 
of  their  beneficial  influence.  He  fays  in  his 
ipeech,  March  1 5,  1688.  As  I  doubt  not  but 
you  will  provide  againft  Tapifts,  fo  1  hope 
you  will  leave  room  for  the  admijfton  of  all 
cProtefiantSi  that  are  "willing  and  able  to 
firve,    This  conjunction  in  my  fervice  will 
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tend  to  the  better  uniting  you  amongfi  your- 
felves^  and  the  ftrengthemng  you  agatnft  your 
common  adverfaries.  And  in  his  laft  memo- 
rable fpeech,  he  fays,  Let  there  be  no  other 
diftinttion  heard  of  among  us  for  the  future** 
but  of  thofe  who  are  for  the  Trot  eft  ant  Re- 
ligion, and  the  prefent  eftabliftiment^  and  of 
thofe  who  mean  a  Topifiy  Prince,  and  a  French 
Government.  Thefe  fentiments  are  worthy  a 
Royal  breaft  ! 

Thefe  alfo  were  the  fentiments  of  Queen 
Anne,  in  the  raoft  glorious  part  of  her  reign. 
In  the  beginning  of  this  reign,  in  the  famous 
conference  before  refer'd  to,  I  find  this  decla- 
ration of  the  Lords  :  That  it  is  hard  as  well 
as  untrue  to  fay  of  the  'Dijfenters,  they  never 
wanted  the  will,  when  they  had  the  power,  to 
deftroy  the  Church  and  State  ;  fince  in  the  lafl 
and  great  eft  danger  the  Church  was  expo  fed  to^ 
they  joined  with  her,  with  all  imaginable  zeal 
and  Jmcerity,  againft  the  Tapifts,  their  com- 
mon enemies,  Jhewing  no  prejudice  to  the 
Churchy  but  the  utmoft  refpeifs  to  her  Bijhops^ 
when  fent  to  the  Tower :  and  that  everfince 
they  have  continued  to  jhew  all  the  figns  of 
friend/hip  and  fuhmijfton  to  the  Government 
of  Church  and  State. 

This  likewife  was  the  opinion  of  King 
George  the  firft,  who  could  fee  as  far  into  the 
nature  and  tendency  of  things,  and  was  as 
well  acquainted  with  the  national  interdts  as 
any  man  living.     Thus  he  fpeaks  to  his  Tar- 
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li  anient  i7i8*  KI  could  heartily  wijb,  that  at 
a  time  when  the  common  enemies  of  our  reli- 
gion are,  by  all  manner  oj  artifices \  endeavour- 
ing to  undermine  and  weaken  it,  both  at  home 
and  abroad,  all  thofe  who  are  friends  to  our 
prefent  happy  eftablijhment  might  unanimoufly 
concur  in  fbme  proper  method  for  the  greater 
ftrengthening  the  Trot  eft  ant  Inter  eft :  of  which i 
as  the  Church  of  England  is  unqueftionably 
the  main  fupport  and  bulwark,  fo  will /he  reap 
the  principal  benefit  of  every  advantage  ac- 
cruing by  the  union^  and  mutual  charity  of 
all  Trot  eft  ants  in  the  kingdom. 

The  fentiments  of  thefe  great  obfervers  of 
perfons  and  things,  I  apprehend,  may  be  put 
in  the  balance  againft  thofe,  who  are  of  dif- 
ferent fentiments,  and  who  have  never  had  fuch 
opportunities  to  form  their  judgment,  and  to 
make  fuch  wife  and juftobfervations  on  national 
interefts. 

If  what  is  for  the  advantage  of  the  State, 
is  not  for  the  benefit  of  the  Church,  I  own 
there  may  be  danger ;  but  then  thofe  who  arc 
the  friends  of  the  State,  would  do  well  to 
confider  what  a  flavery  this  mud  end  in,  for 
their  bodies,  their  fouls,  their  children,  and 
all  that  is  dear  to  them.  But  in  truth,  who- 
ever ferves  his  country,  ferves  the  Church  at 
the  fame  time.  There  is  not  a  porter  in  the 
kingdom  is  ignorant  of  this. 

Whenever  any  thing  is  done,  thought  to 
be  a  favour  to  cDi£enters,  it  is  not  improbable 
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that  bigots  will  make  this  o%tcry  of  danger  % 
but  then  it  mud  be  conftdered  who  makes  it  • 
they  are  either  the  enemies  or  the  friends 
of  the  Government. 

As  to  the  noiie  of  its  enemies,  I  think  little 
regard  is  to  be  had  to  ir.  It  is  well  known 
what  it  is  mud  pleale  them.  No  body  can 
doubt  but  their  envy  and  ill-will,  will  be  the 
fame  either  way  ;  whereas  the  afTedion  and 
good  fervices  of  thole,  who  would  be  obliged, 
would  be  exceedingly  increafed,  and  their  en- 
deavours be  the  more  adive  Is  it  to  be  lup- 
pofed,  that  the  continuing  the  ^Dijfenters  un- 
der  their  incapacities  will  bring  them  into  the 
meafitres  of  the  Government  ?  If  the  event 
may  be  concluded  from  pad  experience,  it 
never  yet  did  fo.  The  more  I  inquire  into 
matters,  the  more  I  am  convinced,  that  their 
tmeafinefs  is  an  argument  of  the  happy  Jiate 
the  nation  is  in.  Thefe  outcries  are  only 
the  groans,  and  ftruggles  of  expiring  ^en, 
which  are  fo  far  from  influencing  men  of  fenfe, 
that  they  are  the  fubjed  of  a  general  laugh. 

But  will  not  fome  Whigs  be  made  uneafy  by 
it  ?  Probably  for  a  leafon  they  may  :  but  I  am 
far  from  thinking  there  would  be  fuch  num- 
bers, as  the  oppofers  of  this  defign  would  re- 
prefenr.  It  is  demonftratively  true,  in  fad, 
that  Bigotry  every  day  lofes  ground.  Men's 
underftandings  enlarge,  and  the  principles  of  li- 
berty fpread  in  every  quarter  of  the  Kingdom, 
both  among  the  Clergy,  and  Laity.  The 
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greatcft  part  of  tiie  people  have  learnt  to  difc 
tinguiih  between  what  is  taught  them  by  their 
Clergy,  with  regard  to  their  ipiritual  and  tem- 
poral welfare,  and  what  is  only  lubfervient 
to  the  advancement  of  the  priefily  intereji. 
The  prevailing  opinion  in  England  is  Lati- 
tiidinarian.  Mod  men  in  the  kingdom  are 
fb  far  improved  in  their  judgments,  as  to  be- 
lieve that  Heaven  is  not  fo  entailed  upon  any 
particular  opinions  in  religion,  as  to  facrifice 
the  liberties  of  their  country  in  defence  of 
them.  The  (late  of  things  in  the  nation  is 
greatly  altered  from  what  it  was  forty  years 
ago ;  the  cDiffenters  have  neither  that  ri- 
gidnefs  among  them  as  formerly,  nor  the 
Low-church-men  that  ill-will  to  them  as 
neighbours  and  Enghjhmen. 

Befides,  the  Clergy  are  not  fuch  felf-deny- 
Ing  gentlemen,  as  always  to  oppofe  that  in- 
tercft  from  whence  their  preferments  rauft 
come  ;  and  I  believe  whoever  will  be  at  the 
pains  to  examine  the  lift  of  the  Convocation^ 
will  find  it  to  be  made  up  of  other  fort  of  men 
than  heretofore. 

The  great  cry  of  the  Church  has  ordina- 
rily been  the  engine  of  the  State,  and  when 
it  has  been  encouraged  from  that  quarter.  Did 
the  repeal  of  the  Occafional,  and  Schijm  bills 
produce  any  mifchief  of  this  kind  ?  A  great 
deal  of  good,  but  no  mifchief,  that  I  know 
of.  I  cannot  therefore  but  think,  that  the 
danger  fuppofed  is  for  the  moft  part  imagi- 
nary, 
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nary,  and   only  iuggefted  to  work  upon  the 
'Di ([enters  fears. 

But  fuppofing,  not  granting,  that  fome  in- 
convenience may  arife  from  the  repeal,  in 
this  refped,  let  us  confider  what  influence 
a  continued  neglect  may  have  on  the  "Dip 
/enters  themfelves.  By  the  bed  calculations 
I  can  make,  it  will  certainly  divide,  and  dif- 
guft  them ;  and  this  will  he  a  means  to  lofe 
more  votes,  than  may  be  generally  attended 
to.  Prudence  therefore  will  iuggeft,  that  in 
order  to  avoid  one  fuppofed  danger,  we  do 
not  fall  into  a  more  evident  one.  This  mo- 
tion was  firfl  made  from  the  country  lad 
year,  and  the  difpofition  fpreads  with  frefh 
concern  to  puih  it,  even  tho  fome  of  them- 
felves ihould  not  concur  with  them  in  fuch 
meafures.  This  is  fuch  a  fituation  of  things 
as  affects  both  Whigs  and  <rDijffenters. 

It  concerns  the  Whigs,  becaufe  fuch  num- 
bers of  the  cDiffenters  lay,  that  if  one  fort  of 
them  won't  ferve  thisdefign,  they  will  try  what 
another  fet  of  them  will  do  in  it.  English- 
men will  vote  as  they  think  fir  ;  and  without 
being  thus  at  liberty,  of  what  ule  is  their  pri- 
vilege of  voting  at  all  ?  And  the  people  fome- 
times  are  the  beft  judges  of  rheir  own  intereiL 
It  is  certainly  their  Right,  and  their  'T)uty  to 
vote  for  fuch  men  as  they  believe  will  contri- 
bute moft  to  the  welfare  of  them,  and  their 
pofterity. 

D  2  It 
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tt  likewife  concerns  the  cDij[enters  them* 
felves,  to  come  to  iuch  a  refolution  in  the 
city,  as  has  the  mod  evident  tendency  to 
prevent  this  "Dtvifion  and  ^Difgufi.  Shall  a 
iuppofed  danger,  a  danger  which  may  never 
happen,  prevail  with  them  to  divide  their  own 
body,  and  make  them  ridiculous  to  all  the 
world?  If  the  repeal  is  not  to  be  obtained 
while  they  are  united^  'tis  a  jell  to  expert  it, 
when  that  union  is  broken. 

'Tis  an  old  artifice,  pra&ifed  upon  bodies 
of  men,  to  divide  their  counfels ;  this  fhould 
make  them  the  more  cautious  i  but  this  artifice 
would  always  fail,  if  it  was  not  covered  over 
with  ionic  planfible  pretences.  It  appears  afto- 
nifhingto  me,  that  unlets  fome  ajfurances  had 
been  given  lad  year,  it  fhould  have  been  Co  eafily 
given  up.  Such  managers  ought  never  to  have 
an  affair  of  fuch  importance  committed  to  them. 
Is  it  not  a  natural  and  jurt  conftrudlion,  that 
the  cDijfenters  are  always  given  up  by  their 
friends  in  London,  and  inftead  of  applying  to 
them,  as  being  nearer  the  helm,  fhould  never 
more  take  their  rneafures  of  condudt  from 
thence?  One  would  think  that  the  confedera- 
tion of  the  inccreft  and  difpofition  of  the 
country  fhould  determine  the  Citizens,  as  was 
the  cafe  of  the  Quakers,  when  they  obtained 
the  repeal  of  their  Jjfirmation.  The  adjourn- 
ment of  it  to  another  time,  has  I  know  not 
•how  many  fu/>fio  fa  ions  to  fecure  its  propriety. 
It  is  fiippofed  the  great  men  will  be  willing  to 

concur 
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concur  in  it.  The  ground  of  that  expectation 
an  experience  ever  fince  the  Revolution  will 
difcover.  It  is  fuppofed  that  all  publick  affairs 
are  to  continue  in  a  peaceful  ftate,  that  there 
will  be  no  ruffles  among  the  nations  of  Europe. 
How  likely  this  is  I  am  not  skilled  enough  in 
the  difpofitions  of  the  feveral  courts  to  deter- 
mine :  but  if  any  thing  of  this  kind  fhould 
happen,  it  is  fuppofed  they  w7on't  be  improved 
for  a  farther  adjournment, 

It  is  fuppofed  that  fiich  a  Parliament  will  be 
chofe  as  will  in  an  early  Seffion,  and  wrhen  ano- 
ther eledion  is  out  of  fight,  come  into  thefe 
meafures.  It  is  fuppofed  that  the  ^Dijfenters 
will  vote  to  a  man  as  they  ufe  to  do,  otherwife 
it  may  be  faid  they  have  not  deferved  it.  It 
is  fuppofed  that  there  will  be  the  fame  difpofi- 
tion  in  the  country,  and  that  they  won't  be 
chagrined  at  all,  and  give  it  up  in  defpair, 
and  that  there  will  be  a  perfed:  agreement  a- 
bout  the  propriety  of  the  time.  Upon  the 
whole,  I  cannot  help  thinking,  that  a  more  pro* 
per  time  is  in  itfelf  nothing  elfe  but  another  flip- 
pofition. 

I  will  conclude  this  inquiry  with  the  rea- 
fons  which  fix  Lords  gave  for  their  diflent, 
when  a  bill  of  this  nature  was  rejeded  in 
their  houfe  in  1688.  They  difTent,  becaufe  it 
gives  a  great  part  of  the  Proteftant  freemen  of 
England  reafon  to  complain  of  inequality  and 
hard  ufage.  Becaufe  his  Majefly,  as  the  com- 
mon and  indulgeut  father  of  his  people,  has 
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defired  this  liberty  for  tender  conferences  : 
and  my  Lords  the  Bilhops  having  divers  of 
them,  on  feveral  occafions  profefled  an  incli- 
nation  to,  and  owned  the  reafonablenefs  of, 
fuch  a  chriftian  temper,  we  apprehend  it  will 
raile  fufpicion  in  fome  mens  minds,  of  fbme- 
thing  elfe  than  the  care  of  religion  or  the  pub- 
lick,  and  different  from  a  dengn  to  heal  our 
breaches.  Becaufe  to  fet  marks  of  diftin&ion 
and  humiliation  on  any  fort  of  men,  who 
have  not  rendred  themielves  fufpe&ed  to  the 
Government,  as  it  is  at  all  times  to  be  avoided 
by  the  makers  of  juft  and  equitable  laws,  fo 
it  may  be  particularly  of  ill  effed;  to  the  re- 
formed interefl  at  home  and  abroad  in  this 
prefent  conjuncture.  Becaufe  it  turns  the  edge 
of  a  law  (we  know  not  by  what  fate)  upon 
Proteftants  and  friends  to  the  Government, 
which  was  intended  againrt  Papifts.  Be- 
caufe myfteries  of  religion  are  of  divine  origi- 
nal, and  of  a  nature  io  wholly  diftindt  from 
the  fecular  affairs  of  politick  Society,  that 
they  cannot  be  applied  to  thole  ends.  Becaufe 
wc  cannot  fee  how  it  can  confift  with  the  law 
of  God5  common  equity,  or  the  right  of  any 
free-born  fubjed;,  that  any  one  be  punifhed 
without  crime.  If  it  be  a  crime  not  to  take 
the  Sacrament  according  to  the  ufage  of  the 
Church  of  England,  every  one  ought  to  be 
punifhed  for  it,  which  no  body  affirms.  If  it 
be  no  crime,  thofe  who  are  capable,  and  judged 
fit  for  employments  by  the  King,  ought  not 

to 
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to  be  punifhed  with  a  law  o£  exclufion  for 
not  doing  that  which  it  is  no  crime  to  forbear. 
Thus,  Sir,  I  have  finiflied  my  inquiry  :  whe- 
ther it  will  betothe  conviction  of  others  I  know 
not,  it  has  been  a  guide  to  form  my  own  refo- 
lutions  and  conduct 
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